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Dijon, Troyes, Le Mans, Orleans and hundreds of others
could have put up a stout resistance. Every town and
village would have been a rallying ground for infantry
and artillery soldiers who had lost their units. The
French are brilliant improvisers; they would have had
full scope in the towns, whereas in the open country
they had not had the time to make their defensive lines.
Reynaud had said : " This is no longer a war of con-
tinuous fronts, but a war of strong points grouped in
depths." The towns of France would have been those
strong points, and the blocks of houses at every street
corner would have been the strong points in the towns.
The French Army, and there were several divisions which
had not yet engaged in battle, would perhaps have had
rime to make a defensive line along the Loire, or, if
not, they could have defended the Massif Central in the
Clermont Ferrand region. Britain, instead of with-
drawing the three divisions, which had been fighting
on the Somme, would have rushed over new troops.
Despite the German 'planes they would have forced a
landing on the west coast of France. Another British
Expeditionary Force had been on the way, but was
turned back when it was known that Paris had been
declared an open town. France would have had suffi-
cient arms and ammunition to defend these strong
points. Anti-akcrafe guns could have been installed
over the Renault works, so that it might continue to
turn out armaments. American 'planes were alre^flF
Arriving in large numbers; their despatch wou^iKie
been speeded up and arms aad ammuiutioiy^j^ have